Press Release
The Tulare-Angra do Heroísmo Sister City Foundation entered its 41st year of existence restructuring the organization to better serve the community and the special relationship that Tulare has with the city of Angra do Heroísmo in the Azores.  With a grant received from Wells Fargo Bank the Foundation began to acquire new members.  Today there are 150 members.  New bylaws have also been adopted and the Sister-city Foundation has just elected 15 directors, staggered in one, two and three year terms.  Serving a one year term are: Carmen Pinheiro, Pete Pavão, Patrick Nunes, Anthony Bettencourt and Helter Martins.  Board members serving a two year term are: Phyllis Quinn, David Pinheiro, Joseph Soares, Lori Cardoza and Dennis Medeiros.  Those who will serve a three year term are:  Dr. Gary Smith, Dennis Borges, Tony DeRose, Brian Nunes and George Azorea.  The members also elected the executive officers for 2008: Phyllis Quinn, president; Dennis Borges, vice-president; Carmen Pinheiro, secretary and Helter martins, treasurer.  

The Tulare-Angra do Heroísmo Sister City Foundation will host, in a few months, another visiting delegation from the city of Angra.  The Sanjoaninas delegation will visit Tulare to promote the annual Sanjoaninas Festas, one of the largest festivals in the Azores.  The Foundation has also decided to renew its yearly tradition of a formal dinner.  The event is scheduled for June 6th at the Heritage Room in the Tulare Historical Museum.  This event will celebrate, for the first time in Tulare, the Dia de Portugal (Day of Portugal).  The Portuguese Holiday, Dia de Portugal, is celebrated on the 10th of June.  It is Portugal’s national day, like our Fourth of July.  The holiday has been celebrated by Americans of Portuguese ancestry in many parts of the United States.  This will be the first time that Portugal’s national Day will be formally celebrated in Tulare.  The Sister City Foundation will promote a banquet with Portuguese Food, and a night of Fado Music, the national song of Portugal.

For more information please call Dennis Borges, at 559-686-7611 or e-mail: d.borges@comcast.net.

Dia de Portugal—Day of Portugal
Dia de Portugal, Portugal’s National Holiday is celebrated on the 10th of June.  It is officially known in Portugal as Dia de Camões, de Portugal e das Comunidades Portuguesas—Day of Camões, of Portugal and of the Portuguese Communities.  This holiday celebrates the poet Luís vaz de Camões, Portugal’s best known poet.  Camões died on June 10th of 1580 and wrote the epic poem Os Lusíadas.  The poem is mainly about the Portugal’s Golden Era, the Age of the Discoveries and it celebrates Portugal’s history and its achievements.  Portugal’s national holiday became also the Dia das Comunidades Portuguesas, Day of the Portuguese Communities, after the 1974 Carnation revolution in Portugal to acknowledge the importance of the many Portuguese emigrants and their descendents living in many parts of the globe, many of them here in the US.

Here in the States the Day has been celebrated in many parts of the country with large Portuguese-American communities, such as a large parade with over 100 thousand people on the streets in Newark, New Jersey; a Popular Culture Day at Kelly park in San Jose, California, an official state dinner at the State Capitol in Boston, Massachusetts, among other events.  It will be officially celebrated by Americans of Portuguese ancestry in Tulare this year with a dinner, part of the official celebrations to be held all over the state, promoted by the Tulare-Angra do Heroísmo Sister City Foundation. 

Fado Music
Fado Music is considered the national song of Portugal.  It is considered by some as one of the oldest urban folk music in the world.  It is a very melancholic music with the main theme being saudade, a unique Portuguese word that translates roughly as longing, or nostalgia for unrealized dreams.  The Lisbon Fado is the most popular, although the Coimbra Fado is also well known.  Fado can be performed by either men or women, but many aficionados prefer the female fadista, typically dressed in black with a shawl draped over her shoulders.  The Fado is generally accompanied by a 12-string guitar (a guitarra à portuguesa) and a bass guitar, known in Portugal as the viola. 

